?j_';;é\z/ille Survey District Ca. 1831-1930
New Market vicinity
Private

The village of Ijamsville developed from about 1831 at the site of the
Ijams Mill and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad crossing of the present
Mussetter Road and extended northward along the road just east of the slate
quarries established about 1800. The mill, the railroad, and the slate
quarries were the economic props which gave the village its growth during the
period up to the late 1920's. The peak was in the period about 1890 to 1900,
although the mill burned in 1894 and was apparently not rebuilt. The B& had a
period of increased activity in the period from about 1901 to 1930. At its
height, Ijamsville had at least three stores, a church, a schoolhouse, and a
range of log and frame dwellings which reflected its growth from a railroad
industrial stop to a thriving rural village. The principal surviving buildings
are the ruins of the circa 1815-1825 Ijams Mill, the greatly deteriorated
Williams Store, a brick structure of about the 1870's, the Reinhart House, a
circa 1870 house with a Queen Anne-style corner turret, the 1890 M.E. Church,
and the 1878 schoolhouse, now a day-care center. The latter period of
Ijamsville's development is represented by a single Four Square house of about
1915. Ijamsville is a fair example of a 19th century industrial village which

was economically linked to the nearby industrial activities and the railroad

which served them until the 1920's.
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HISTORTC CONTEXT':

MARYIAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization: Piedmont
(Harford, Baltimore, Carroll, Crederick, Howard, Montgomery
Counties, and Baltimore City)

Chronological /Development Period:
Agricultural-Industrial Transition, A.D. 1815-1870
Industrial /Urban Dominance, A.D. 1870-1930

Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes
Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Comunity Planning

Transportation
Resource Types:

Category: District

Historic Environment: Village

Historic Function and Use:
Domestic/single dwelling/residence
Domestic/secondary structure/other dependencies
Religion/religious facility/church
Education/school /schoolhouse
Transportation/rail-related/railroad

Known Design Source: None



M87 Survey No. F-5-12
MARYLAND INVENTORY OF |
Maryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES  Megt o
State Historic Sites Inventory Form boE  yes x no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Ijamsville Survey District

and/or common

2. Location

4703-4763 Mussetter Road and vicinity of B&0 Railroad intersection

street & number with Mussetter Road —__ not for pubiication
city,town I jamsville vicinity of congressional district 6th
state Maryland county Frederick
L] L] L]
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_x district — pubiic _X occupied ____agriculture ____ museum
—— building(s) _X_ private _X unoccupied —__ commercial — park
—_ structure _ both ____ work in progress __ educational X __ private residence
—__site Public Acquisition Accessible ——_ entertainment X _ religious
_ object —___in process _x_ yes: restricted ____government - scientific
— being considered ___ yes: unrestricted — industrial transportation
_X not applicable ___no ____ military ___ other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Multiple property owners
street & number telephone no.:
city, town state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber
street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio
city, town Frederick state MD 21701

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

title MHT Inventory of Historic Properties F-5-10 and F-5-11

date 1977 —  federal _X state ___ county ___ local

pository for survey records Md. SHPO

city, town Crownsville state Md.




7. Description Survey No. F-5-12

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent __Xdeteriorated ___ unaltered __X_original site

_% good _X ruins _% altered ___moved date of move
_Z fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

CONTRIBUTING RESOURCE COUNT: 22

The survey district of Ijamsville encampasses approximately 13 acres along the
east and west sides of Mussetter Road, northward from the intersection of Ijamsville
Road just south of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks in the 19th century
village of Ijamsville, Frederick County, Maryland. The village developed from about
1831 to 1930 north of the early 19th century Ijams Mill, now a ruined brick shell
after burning in 1894, and just east of the slate quarries established in about 1800
and active until about 1937, in later years as a shale quarry. The present
Mussetter Road was the only public road in the vicinity north of Bush Creek and the
dwellings of the district, built fram about 1830 to the first decade of the 20th
century, are closely aligned along both sides. The district contains the 1890 brick
Ijamsville Methodist Episcopal Church (F-5-10), still an active church, and the
adjacent 1878 bkrick Ijamsville School (F-5-11), now a day-care center. Two
contributing former commercial structures are within the boundaries, the Williams
Store, a deteriorated brick building east of the mill ruin and Mussetter Road and
south of the railroad tracks, and the Sellman and Williams store, now an apartment
house, on the north side of the railroad. The remainder of the buildings are log
and frame dwellings of two stories, with artificial siding on most and metal and
composition roofs. Slate from the former quarries is found on only the schoolhouse,
although many slate roofs were present during the 19th century. A few survivi- -
small outbuildings, principally meathouses, sheds, ard stables are present, the mc
notable being a frame stable west of the schoolhouse. The general condition of most
buildings is good, although the Williams Log House at 4707 Mussetter Road was
severely damaged by fire in early 1994. Dates of the luildings are based on
architectural evidence, land records, historical maps, the 1882 and 1910 county
histories, and Charles E. Moylan's town history and memoir, Ijamsville: The Story of

a Country Village of Frederick County (1951).

Following are brief descriptions of the contributing structures in the survey
district:

Ijams Mill ruins: The remaining brick walls are partially demolished and greatly
overgrown, but the stone foundation is visible on the south elevation ard the course
of the mill race, which parallels the railroad tracks and runs south of the ruin is
still discernible. Moylan's town history states that the original late 18th century
Ijams Mill was located about one-half mile east of this structure. The date of the
present luilding may be about 1815 to 1825, based on the agreement between Plummer
Ijams and the B&O to grant a right of way through the area passing his mill and to
name the station Ijams Mill. It would seem likely that the B& would agree to
locate its route at a well-established industrial site rather than the promise to
build one next to the railroad stop. The brick walls of the upper structure,

however, appeartohavebeenrebullt in about the mid 19th century, since the
e)astmg window openings on the south have segmental arches, a feature not usually
found in the early 19th century. The south wall has four V].Slble bays divided by
brick pilasters. The mill was at least two stories in height and the southwestern
corner still rises to a corbeled cornice fragment above the second story openi:



8. Significance Survey No. F-5-12

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric X __community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion

— _1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ___ science

1500-1599 ___ agriculture ____economics ___ literature ___ sculpture

__1600-1699 _ X architecture — education —— military ——_ social/

____1700-1799 ____art — . engineering —___ music humanitarian

X _1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

—X_ 1900~ ____ communications — industry __ politics/government _X _ transportation
____invention —— other (specify)

Specific dates C. 1831 - C. 1930 Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: ¥ A _ B XC _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: __ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national _ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Ijamsville Survey District is a fair example of a 19th century industrial
village, retaining principally its linear plan along a single road which crossed the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at the southern end of the survey district, near the
ruins of thteamlellandoneoftheseveralstoreswhlduoperatedmthev111age
at its econamic peak in the late 19th and early 20th century. The village was in
existence in a 1m1tedfonnduetothepr$enoeofaslatequarry]usttothewest
of the present Mussetter Road, and the original Ijams Mill, apparently a late 18th
century building about a half mile east of theruinsofthe last mill. As in
Monrovia about three miles to the east, Ijamsville's most extensive development came
=bout because of the railroad's arrival in 1831, an arrangement made by Plummer

jams to pass directly north of his grist mill, the circa 1815-1825 successor to the
original mill. Fram 1831 to the late 1920's, the village slowly grew and at its
peak in the early 20th century had at least three stores, a post office, a church, a
schoolhouse, and the steady economic base supplied by the slate quarries and
railroad shipping activities. However, the mill burned in 1894 and was not rebuilt
and, as the B&O's freight-hauling activity waned in the early 20th century, the
small stations on the Bush Creek section and others began to decline in econamic
stability. By 1913, the slate quarries were producing shale instead of building
slate. Increased use of trucks and autaomobiles in the 1920's further weakened the
railroad's husiness and the Ijamsville station closed in 1938, one year after the
quarries were closed. The remaining dwellings in the village reflect the long
period of activity, fram log structures to the eclectic frame buildings of the late
19th century represented by the Reinhart House, which has a Queen Anne-
style corner turret and shingled gables ard the Mulfinger House, with its unusual
curved entry porch. The schoolhouse and the M.E. Church are typical structures for
their time and rural location. The sole Four Square house in the survey district,
built about 1915, represents the declining period of the village, when construction
of new houses had passed its peak of activity.
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(Continued on separate sheet)

10. Geographical Data

13 acres

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name _Urbana, Md. Quadrangle scale 1:24000

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Approximately 13 acres as outlined on the attached USGS quad map section.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date August 1994

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958

city or town Frederick state MD 21701

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to:

DHCP/DHCD
100 COMMUNITY PLACE
CROWNSVILLE, MD 21032-2023
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Ijamsville Survey District F-5-12
Frederick County

7.1 Description (Continued)

The foundation is partially concealed, but brick arches and openings are in
both the south and east sides of the stone base. The north and west walls are
completely gone and the interior is a mass of rubble. The mill achieved a peak
in its reputation under the ownership of Isaac McComas from about 1878 to 1892,

but McComas' diary in the Historical Society of Frederick County during the
late 19th century reveals the tenuous nature of milling as a livelihood in this
pericd. McComas was foreclosed at Hood's Mill in Carroll County prior to
coming to Ijamsville, where he had some good and several bad years. He
converted the mill's operation to steam in the early 1880's, but by 1890, he
was looking for work as a brickmason in Baltimore. He agreed to sell the mill
to William Turner in 1894, but it was destroyed by fire prior to the
finalization of the sale. It was apparently never rebuilt.

J. K. D. Williams Store: The two-story brick store building is located east of
Mussetter Road across from the mill ruin. It is in only slightly better
condition, having the same type of paneled brick walls with a corbeled cornice
and segmental arched window openings. The corrugated metal gable roof is
partially missing. The west gable end has an enlarged center entrance on the
first story flanked by two narrow window openings. The surrounding brick
appears to have been rebuilt, and the flat header arches over the openings are

of mid 20th century construction. The visible remaining sash is 2/2. The
interior reveals cast iron supporting colums on a severely deteriorated
floor. The 1873 Atlas map and town plan of Ijamsville show a warehouse near

this location which may ke the existing building. Land records are obscure
about the chain of ownership of this property, which was often linked with the
mill in deeds. Anthony K. Williams and other Williams descendants owned the
parcel along with property on the north side of the railroad tracks and Moylan
identified the proprietor in the late 19th and early 20th century as J. K. D.
wWilliams, who sold the store in 1916. The date of the store's closing is not
yet determined.

Reinhart House, 4714 Mussetter Road: The two-story frame dwelling with a
shingled corner turret dominates the view above the mill and store ruins and
overlooks the railroad tracks. It was probably built about 1870, possibly

without the turret, by Andrew Reinhart, then the owner of the mill. By 1875,
Isaac McComas acquired the dwelling along with the mill and his diary speaks of
working on the porch, a bracketed and dentiled veranda extending across the
south elevation and the east gable end with a turned balustrade. The house had
a slate roof until at least 1949 and the roof of the turret remains slate. The
cross gable on the south and the end gables have shingled siding, while the
remainder of the exterior is covered with asbestos shingle siding.

J. T. Williams House, 4703 Mussetter Road: The two-story frame building has
been considerably altered, but the massing of the house reveals its 19th
century origin. The exterior is covered with vinyl siding and a one-story
porch is on the south elevation. The bay arrangement is irregular, reflecting
the present use of the building as an apartment house. On the 1873 town plan,
the building is identified as owned by J. T. Williams, cne of the partners in
the Sellman and Williams store (demolished) which stood to the west of the
house near the road. The building's date is unclear because of its
alterations, but at least part of the structure may date from about 1850-1860.



Ijamsville Survey District Survey No. F-5-12
Frederick County

7.2 Description (Continued)

Mussetter Road: Identified as another Williams-owned house on the 1873 map,
the two-story log dwelling was much damaged by two fires in early 1994. Its
integrity level is greatly reduced, part of its original german siding is
visible and the three-bay west elevation is discernible. The roof is
composition material. The building probably dates from the 1830's and was
built in the early years of the village's existence after the coming of the
railroad.

4709 Mussetter Road: The two-story log and/or frame building has vinyl siding
and a composition roof. The sash is 3/1 and the one-

story porch has tapered square columns, indicating that these features were
alterations to the mid-19th century original structure. An exterior stone and
brick chimmey on the north elevation is part of the original structure. This
house may be the Conrad Hargett House mentioned in Moylan's town history as
having been built with rails from the original railroad line and having
originally been completely sided with slate, but it had been covered by
asbestos shingles by 1951.

4711 Mussetter Road: This is a two-story frame building with three bays and
vinyl siding. A one-story porch with turned columms and brackets crosses the
west elevation. The roof is corrugated metal. The windows are 1/1 replacements
and in the center bay of the second story is a Gothic arched window protected
by a modern storm window. The present owner of the property, Mr. Ruch,
believes the house was built about 1870-1875. 2An 1859 deed, however, refers to
a frame dwelling on the 50x210-ft. lot and its scale and proportion and the
Gothic arched window are consistent with a date of about 1850. Moylan gave its
date as 1860, this being his sumer home at the time of his town history, and
the builder as William Jones. It is one of three houses shown on the 1858 map
on the east side of the present Mussetter Road and the "Mrs. Jones" house on
the 1873 map.

4715 Mussetter Road: The two-story frame house appears to have been built in

the period 1830-1850. It has vinyl siding and 1/1 replacement sash and
shutters. The roof is corrugated metal. A one-story porch covers the first
story on the west elevation. An exterior stone and brick chimey is on the

north elevation. An addition is on the south end of the original house.

4719 Mussetter Road: The house has been considerably altered, but retains its
general form. Plywood siding covers much of the exterior and a projecting bay
at the southwest corner retains some german siding, a paneled base, and 2/2
windows. Much of the rest of the structure has been rehabilitated, leaving
little historical material visible on the exterior. It was probably built in
the 1850's and may be the "J. Riggs" house shown on the 1873 town plan.

4728 Mussetter Road: This is a two-story frame house with a gable front on the
east elevation and german siding. A one-story porch with Tuscan columms
extends across the facade. The sash is 1/1 replacement and the roof is modern
composition material. A shed addition is on the rear elevation. The house was
built in the last quarter of the 19th century.



Ijamsville Survey District Survey No. F-5-12
Frederick County

7.3 Description (Continued)
Frederick County

4725 Mussetter Road: The two-story house has a central cross gable, vinyl
siding and a composition roof.  The cne-story porch has a turned frieze and
brackets. The windows are 2/2. The house was built in the period 1875-1900.

4729 Mussetter Road: The two-story frame house has german siding and a
composition roof. The three-bay facade has a one-story porch, 2/2 sash,
louvred shutters on the second story, and a two-story rear wing. It was also
built in the last quarter of the 19th century.

4733 Mussetter Road: The two-story dwelling has a central cross gable with
asbestos shingle siding and a composition roof. A one-story porch with turned
colums crosses the west elevation. The windows are 2/2. The date of

construction is in the last quarter of the 19th century.

Ijamsville Methodist Episcopal Church (F-5-10): The 1890 brick church was
built on the site of the original 1854 building. It has an exposed and
plastered stone foundation on the south elevation in which are three bays, one
containing a door to the church basement. The east elevation has a single
centered entrance with a Gothic arched, stained glass transom. A small stone
plaque with the dates of the original church and the current structure is above
the door and below a circular opening with a louvred vent. The composition
roof is crowned with a small open belfry. The three bays on the side
elevations have Gothic arched stained glass windows. Modern concrete steps
rise to the doorway from the road level.

Ijamsville School (F-5-11): The Ijamsville School was built in 1878 according
to land records and the McComas diary. It is a two-room type with a central
projecting foyer at the center of the east elevation. The stone foundation is
plastered with concrete and the windows have 9/9 sash. The roof is slate and
an open belfry stands on the roof of the projecting foyer. At the rear of the
schoolhouse lot is a small frame stable with a corrugated metal roof and
tongue-and-groove siding. A central gable with a 2/2 window lights the loft
and functionally placed doors in the first level open to the stalls and the
equipment and feed rooms. The building is now a storage structure and a shed
addition is on the south gable end.

4747 Mussetter Road: The two-story house has three bays with asbestos shingle
siding and a composition roof. The second story windows are 6/6 with louvred
shutters, although the first story windows have been replaced. The eaves are
decorated with a serpentine bargeboard. The one-story porch on the west
elevation has turned colums, brackets, and a turned frieze. The house was
built in the late 19th century.

4751 Mussetter Road: The house is a 1-1/2 story log or frame building with
german siding and a one-story porch. The roof is corrugated metal. A center
chimmey is a strong suggestion of its original structure being log. The
windows are 2/2. The house may date from the 1840's or 1850's, if log
structure can be verified in the building.
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7.4 Description (Continued)
Frederick County

4752 Mussetter Road: The two-story house has a gable facade with irregular
bays on the east elevation. The gable peak has a decorative scroll-sawn
ornament and the windows have molded lintels. The exterior is covered with
german siding and the windows are 2/2. The roof appears to be slate on the
north slope and metal on the south side. A cne-story porch extends across the
east elevation and the north elevation, ending in an enclosed section near the
northwest corner. The porch colums are Tuscan order. The house was built in
the period about 1880-1890.

4754 Mussetter Road: The only Four-Square house in the survey district, the
house has vinyl siding on its exterior and a corrugated hipped roof with a
small hipped dormer with paired single pane windows in the east elevation. An
interior chimney rises at the south side of the roof. The windows are paired
near the corners of the east and south elevations and the first story on the
east has a sheltering porch on Tuscan colums. It appears to date from about
1915.

4763 Mussetter Road, Mulfinger House: The house was probably built by John P.
Mulfinger about 1889 and has asbestos shingle siding and a corrugated metal
roof. The three-bay west elevation has a center entry with an entry porch of
unusual design. The roof is slightly arched with a narrow bracketed cormice.
The two supporting colums are tapered to a wider base. The sash is 2/2 and an
interior chimney is on the south gable end, with a replacement exterior chimmey
on the north.
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Charles Varle, Map of Frederick.and
Washington Counties, 1808

Ijams Mill site
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